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drawn up carefully considered guidelines and 
caveats. It will, I am sure, prove to be one of the 
less frustrating books of its kind to use; and many 
congratulations to the editor. 
It is impossible to conclude without some 
reference to the astronomical price of the book. 
Perhaps it has already been anticipated that no 
laboratory that is concerned with calcified tissue, 
and wants to be taken seriously, can be without a 
copy and if this proves to be the case and enough 
reprintings are called for, could a price be fixed for 
future editions - I anticipate a series - which will 
enable the researchers themselves to afford their 
own copy? 
W.A.B. Brown 
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This book presents the Proceedings of the First In- 
ternational Meeting on Interdisciplinary Neuroen- 
docrinology held in Graz, Austria, in June 1983. 
The meeting was dedicated to the work of 
Friedrich Feyrter who first recognised the existence 
of the diffuse neuroendocrine or APUD cell 
system. Although the appearance of this book is 
considerably delayed since the meeting itself, the 
volume has clearly benefitted from careful editing 
and is a cut above the average ‘conference’ 
volume. The major theme is the distribution of 
regulatory peptides in the neuroendocrine system 
and the experimental emphasis is therefore 
predominantly on immunocytochemical studies. 
The book is organized as a balance between con- 
cise review articles and brief research papers. 
Among the background articles an historical 
review of the diffuse neuroendocrine system 
(A.G.E. Pearse), the chemistry of neuropeptides 
(G.J. Dockray) and the distribution of neuropep- 
tides (J.M. Polak and S.R. Bloom) all provide 
useful introductory material, although broadly 
similar reviews can no doubt be found in many 
other neuropeptide conference proceedings. The 
specific topics that are dealt with range from a 
study of endocrine cells in turtle lung through to 
the use of immunocytochemical techniques in the 
detection and location of human tumours. Indeed, 
the latter part of the book contains a number of 
papers that focus on the therapeutic and diagnostic 
potential of biologically active peptides. 
The quality of presentation of the book, and 
particularly the reproduction of photographic 
material, is high and the volume should be useful 
both to those dabbling in neuropeptide research as 
well as to specialists in the field. 
A.J. Turner 
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